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FINDING THE LOCATION

In most cases the ‘cause” will take you to the correct location, but if 
the effect is greater than the cause then the effect is marked

For example;

If a candidate approached a junction too fast and emerged 

the effect would be greater than the cause and although the 

speed approaching the junction caused the fault only the effect 
would be marked 

Junctions - Observation



4 QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF

WHAT WAS 

THE FAULT?

HOW DID 

THE FAULT 

HAPPEN?

WHAT 

CAUSED THE 

FAULT TO 

OCCUR?

WHAT DID 

THEY NOT 

DO?



ASSESSMENT

• The standard on an L test is safety, with less emphasis placed on 

finesse

• We must understand the principle of assessment rather than fault 

marking

An assessment of the ability to drive safely is made by direct observation 
of the candidates driving, 

assessed against the competencies found on the DL25 based on; 

• The drivers decisions 

• Safety implications 

• Any loss of vehicle control  



How do we assess a fault?

‘Defined outcome’

We have to look at our own driving and make sure that we drive at 

the highest standard, so as to use this as the ‘defined outcome’

Any deviation from the defined outcome can be seen as a fault but the 

weight, extent and circumstances at the time can make a fault range 

from 

Not Worthy to Dangerous 

Each fault needs to be assessed individually



DO YOU KNOW YOUR MARKINGS?

Email for Driving Test Report Analysis

omi@dvsa.gov.uk



 



Weighting a fault

Ask yourself

How far from the defined outcome?

Was a legal requirement breached? 

Was safety or control compromised?



➢Dangerous Fault
Safety, control and /or legal requirement breached 

that would have caused actual danger

➢Serious Fault
Significant deviation from the defined outcome with 

safety, control/or legal requirement breached

➢Driving Fault
Sufficient deviation from the defined outcome, that 

does not compromise safety (low risk)

➢Not Worthy
An insignificant deviation from the defined 

outcome that does not compromise safety or can 

be a matter of finesse
No Back Marking



1st Rule of Assessment

Before recording a Serious Fault 

ask yourself

If the driver has driven perfectly 

before this situation and was to 

drive perfectly after, 

Would this fault and this fault 

alone be enough for the driver 

to fail?

RULES & TOOLS 

FOR 

ASSESSMENT



The 16th Driver Fault

Before recording a Driver Fault, consider

If this was the 16th Driver Fault can I substantiate 

the fault and will I be able to justify it?

RULES & TOOLS 
FOR 

ASSESSMENT



Food for thought

Will I remember it?

Can I debrief it? 

How would I write this up if necessary?

RULES & TOOLS 

FOR 

ASSESSMENT



Thank you for listening
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